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into the narrative of even a philosophic observer
like Bernier. But we can easily make allowances
for this and profit by the criticism of Bernier s
keen intellect on Indian life.
Bernier was born in 1620, of French parents
who were cultivators of the soil. He received a good
education, and travelled between the as^es of 27
and 30 in Germany, Poland, Switzerland and Italy.
This opened up his mind and laid the foundations
for that taste for wider travel which eventually
took him to the East. He took his degree as
Doctor of Medicine in 16>2 in the University of
Montpeliier in the south of France. A visit to
Palestine and Syria in 165 i brought him into con-
tact with the Ottoman Empire. His verdict on
that Empire and on the East generally is not
favourable. As a good Catholic, he seems to have
carried a prejudice against Islam! Between 1656
and 1618 he visited Egypt and the Bed Sea ports
of Arabia, From Mocha, well-known for its export
of coffee, he took an Indian ship to Surat, which
was then the principal Indian port for Arabia.
He seems to have arrived in India early in 1659.
India had just passed through a political and
military conflict. The decrepit Shah Jahan's illness
in September 1657 hadlect tof'a war of succession be-
tween his four sons. This war had ended in the vic-
tory of Aurangzib. In July 1058 Aurangaib had
assumed the reins of power at Delhi, although his
formal accession to the throne was not proclaimed
till a year later. Shah Jahan was still Imag, but